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Six islands and Holland working 
together romoting cultural heritage 


ble and which requires spe¬ 
cial treatment and care.” 

Secretary General of UN¬ 
ESCO national, James Odu- 
ber, indicated that the six 
islands and Holland will re¬ 
ceive support from their re¬ 
gional office in Cuba, since it 
is very essential for each 
country to document their in¬ 
tangible heritage. Under in¬ 
tangible heritage falls, among 
others, music, cultural ex¬ 
pression, rituals, customs, 
culinary arts, etc. It is very 
broad and the intention for 
this workshop is, to arrive at 
concrete agreements. 

It is rather complicated, 
according to James Oduber. 
But we can stipulate the route 
to take and how to follow that 
route. The government has 
actively promoted our Dande 
music as one of our national 
cultural heritage. 

Continued on page 3 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
United States said yesterday it 
was too soon to recognize 
Nicolas Maduro as Venezuela’s 
new president amid concerns 
about ballot fraud, as it joined 
EU calls for a vote recount. 

The top US diplomat John 
Kerry said Washington was not 
yet ready to validate Maduro's 
narrow victory in Sunday's dis¬ 
puted elections in which he de¬ 
feated opposition candidate 
Henrique Capriles by a margin 
of 1.7 percent. 

"We think there ought to be 
a recount, there are huge irreg¬ 
ularities, we're going to have 
serious questions about the vi¬ 
ability of that government," he 
said, adding it was doubtful 
that a US delegation would at¬ 
tend Maduro's swearing-in cer¬ 
emony set for tomorrow under 
such "contested circum¬ 
stances." 

EU foreign policy chief 
Catherine Ashton also said in a 
statement that she took "note" 
of statements by both sides "on 


the need for an audit of the 
vote." 

"It is important that the out¬ 
come of the vote can be ac¬ 
cepted by all and that appeals 
are duly considered by the 
competent Venezuelan autho¬ 
rities," she said, adding her 
concern at "the growing pola¬ 
rization of Venezuelan soci¬ 
ety." 

Continued on page 5 


Last week, Minister of Cul¬ 
ture, Michelle Hooyboer- 
Winklaar, officially opened 
the Symposium for all the 
countries in the Dutch King¬ 
dom at the Surfside Marina. 
Dutch Minister of Culture 
made this symposium possi¬ 
ble. Present at the occasion 
were, among others, Gover¬ 
nor of Aruba Fredis Refunjol 


and several representatives of 
each of the islands of the 
Dutch Caribbean. 

According to the Aruban 
Minister... "our goal is to pro¬ 
tect, educate and document 
what every country around 
the world considers impor¬ 
tant under the caption of cul¬ 
tural heritage; what we have 
in our culture that is intangi- 




LONDON — AFP photo shows the Bearer Party, made up of personnel from the three 
branches of the military, carrying the coffin of British former prime minister Margaret 
Thatcher during her ceremonial funeral in St Paul's Cathedral in central London yes¬ 
terday. The funeral of Margaret Thatcher took place yesterday with Queen Elizabeth II 
leading mourners from around the world in bidding farewell to one of Britain's most 
influential and divisive prime ministers. 


US, EU urge ’audit' of 
Venezuelan vote tally 
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Open Daily 8pm -10ish ~ All you can cat 
Breakfast 8am to 12pm pancakes £ coffee 
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Across from Radisson Resort 
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delivery In hotel area 


Refills with 
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Delivery Available 11 am - 3 am 


CATA delegates enjoy elegant hospitality at the 

new Divi Phoenix Pure Ocean 



Divi Phoenix Mgr Mark Nooren and Rooms Mgr Pedro 
Vargas welcome all to Pure Ocean 



A welcome gift ofArubiana Sandals from De Palm Tours 



Delegates enjoy Cirque Cubano 



Phoenix Mgr Gerrit Griffth and Divi Properties Mgr Alex 
Nieuwmeyer welcome delegates 




A colorful welcome for the 
delegates 


A unique and entertaining 
evening awaited the Latin 
American delegates on the se¬ 
cond night of the 24th Confe¬ 
rence Anual di Tourismo 
Aruba, or CATA, taking place 
Monday through Wednesday 
this week. Island tourism rep¬ 
resentatives welcomed over 65 
of Aruba’s important travel 
partners from Latin and Cen¬ 
tral America, during which 
they networked, inspected and 
evaluated the island's tourism 
product and were introduced to 
what is new and happening on 
Aruba. 


Delegates uniformly agreed 
the unveiling of the newly re¬ 
novated Pure Ocean restaurant 
at the Divi Phoenix Resort 
(formally Sunset Beach Bistro) 
was most definitely one of the 
highlights of their annual "get 


reacquainted" event. 

Divi Phoenix General Ma¬ 
nagers Mark Nooren and Ger¬ 
rit Griffith welcomed delegates 
along with Divi Properties 
General Manager Alex Nieuw¬ 
meyer to the sleekly styled, ap¬ 
pealing open air eatery that 
takes full advantage of its 
beachfront location. 

The reception had a festive, 
carnival ambiance, as dele¬ 
gates wended their way 
through the Divi Phoenix gar¬ 
dens, greeted by the perfor¬ 
mers of Rhytmo Cubano, a 
Cirque di Soleil styled group, 
in colorful costumes. A wel¬ 
come glass of champagne and 
Equator Band providing the 
perfect atmosphere for this ele¬ 
gant evening on the beach, 
where delegates dined on a 
tasty buffet of Rum Infused 
Shrimp, fresh local fish, and 
melt in your mouth tenderloin 
from the carving station. 

Pure Ocean opened its 
doors only six weeks ago to 


join its sister restaurant in the 
Divi Phoenix, Pure Beach, in 
providing a definitive Cari¬ 
bbean island dining experi¬ 
ence. The setup is particularly 
appealing for buffets, with ro¬ 


mantic pillow arrangements 
and tables on the beach. The 
Latin American delegates gave 
the entire evening a double 
thumbs up! 

Rosalie Klein 


Authentic Teh su?044 - 5867144 

$- 19.95 


PECIAL 


Valid only for the month of April 2013 

Bring this coupon to get this promotion 

3 Course Local Menu 

appetizer, entree and dessert 


Appetizers 

Fish Soup, French Onion Soup, Salad 

Entree choices include 
these specialties 

Aruban Combo* Cabrito Stoba, Ribs, Kcshi Ycna 
Chicken, Fishermans Loot, Gasparito Chicken 

Desserts 

Ice Cream, QuesiJIo or Chocolate Cake 
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Six islands and Holland 
working together... 

Continued from page 1 


We have succeeded in docu¬ 
menting this officially at the 
United Nations so as to re¬ 
ceive recognition as such. 
That process is slowly being 
completed. 

The Minister concluded 
saying... "I am happy for this 
workshop, organized with the 
support from Holland. The 


United Nations sees this as 
part of the entire Dutch King¬ 
dom. Despite the fact that 
each island has their own as¬ 
pects, we can bring them to¬ 
gether and identify what each 
partner has in common or 
what differences there are in 
our intangible cultural her¬ 
itage. 


"Be Green" means living with more and 
being more conscious, says 
Jeniree Gonzalez 


The first cycle of the "Green’S 
Cool" project is reaching its 
final stage with a competition 
of the best "Green" project 
made by children of a se- 
cundary school. 

As of February, Professor 
Wubbo Ockels has been giving 
presentations at different se¬ 
condary schools of Amba illus¬ 
trating the importance for 
everyone to make an effort to 
preserve the only world we 
have to live in. 

The government, in the past 
three and a half years, has set 
the pace for Aruba becoming 
100% sustainable by the year 
2020. To accomplish this, they 
have established alliances of 
cooperation with renowned in¬ 
stitutions such as Carbon War 
Room of Richard Branson, 
TNO and Harvard University. 
Each of these will help Aruba 


move in the direction to be¬ 
come 100% sustainable. 

The government is of the 
opinion that in order to achieve 
this big goal, our own people 
must be adequately prepared 
and made conscious. This is the 
reason for taking our philoso¬ 


phy to students of secondary 
schools. The goal is to encour¬ 
age students to participate ac¬ 
tively in projects that would 
benefit their schools as well as 
their own daily lives at home. 
This is how the "Green'S Cool" 
concept and project was bom. 

Jeniree Gonzalez, one of 
the dynamic members of the 
Green Aruba group, is in¬ 
volved in the work of instilling 
awareness of Aruban young¬ 
sters on the importance of sus¬ 
tainable development. The 
'Green 'S Cool' idea was born 
during the third Green Aruba 
Conference last year by one of 
the speakers, Professor D. 
Wubbo Ockels. 

According to Ockels, to "be 
green" does not mean living 
with less, but living a different 
way, creatively and diversely. 

By encouraging children 
and young people to partici¬ 
pate actively in creating a sus¬ 
tainable environment for 
themselves, at school and at 
home, this will reduce the con¬ 
sumption of energy and will 
reduce the monthly cost of uti¬ 
lity at home and at school. 

Teachers who also partici¬ 
pated in the workshop are pre¬ 
pared to guide students in the 
realization of their projects to 
participate in the "Green 'S 
Cool." After Ockels' presenta¬ 
tion at the schools, these 
schools received six themes to 
choose from for their participa¬ 
tion: Grey water re-use; wind¬ 
mill; electrical cars; wind 
cooling; architectal and solar 
panels. 

Continued on page 5 
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HIS AD TO RECEIVE A FREE ORANGE JUICE 


reaWast 


MONDAYTHRU SATURDAY 8-11 AM 
2 EGGS (fried, scrambled or poached) 
WITH BACON, AND LINK SAUSAGES. 
POTATOES, TOAST AND COFFEE OR TEA. 


Dinner Salad 
or 

Soup ol the day 


lemon chicken Breast 

or Chocolate 

Petite Filet I 


JAtso open for 


Romancing the Stone at 

£e Petit 

Cafe 


'Restaurant 


Dinner 

$24*9S _ 

EARLY B I RD S PECIAL & EACH RES 


or 

Filet of Grouper 

All served with Frencl 
Baked Potato on our Famous H IT Stone 

Located It: 
Plata Lin ?a 



Body Balance workshop by Dushyant Savadia 


3 sessions to Amazing Fitness! 


The body balance and healthy 
living program combines an¬ 
cient and modern wisdom 
which cleanses the physical 
and emotional impurities, re¬ 
laxing and energising our mind 
and body. This inspiring course 
challenges you to see life from 
a new, brighter and broader 
perspective. 

Everyone wants greater 
success, better health and 
peace of mind. What keeps us 
from achieving these qualities 
in our life is imbalance in our 
bodies and mind. The degree 
to which such an imbalance 
unduly influences our lives is 
generally underestimated. 

Dushyant Savadia, an inter¬ 
national teacher from Art of 
Living has designed a special 
program that combines yoga 


postures, nutritional guidance 
and breathing exercises for op¬ 
timal benefit to our bodies and 
minds. Yoga postures are spe¬ 
cially designed for body to¬ 
ning, fat burning and increa¬ 
sing energy and stamina. Nu¬ 
tritional guidance improves 
our vitality and immune sys¬ 
tem and provides nourishment 
and physical fitness to our bod¬ 
ies. These benefits are multi¬ 
plied by powerful breathing 
exercises that improve diges¬ 
tion and excretion process and 
reduce fatigue, lethargy and ill¬ 
nesses in the body. The course 
gives practical tips and experi¬ 
ence on all levels and has been 
successfully received by many 
in other Caribbean islands. 

There will be a 3-day 
evening workshop personally 


led by Dushyant Savadia. Any¬ 
one over the age of 16 years 
can benefit from this course. 

Dates & Venue : May 4th - 
6th 2013 at Renaissance 
Ocean Suites, 3rd Floor 

The course will be held 
from 7.30 pm - 10.00 pm on 
4th & 6th May and from 4 to 
6:30 p.m. on Sunday, the 5th 
May. 

For more information, 
please call at tel. 562 4722, 
741 6490 or 737 3743 or eO- 
mail at aolaruba@gmail.com. 

Dushyant Savadia is the In¬ 
ternational Program Director 
with the Art of Living Founda¬ 
tion. He is a humanitarian 
leader, spiritual teacher and an 
ambassador of peace. Relin¬ 
quishing top management po¬ 
sitions he embarked on a 



BEST PRICES 
ON 

THE ISLAND 


seRV.«, * 


unicasa 

Supermarket 


UNICASA 

Supermarket 


Opening hours: 


PALM BEACH # 184 
TEI: (297) 586-8540 

Next to 

L Grand Victoria Bar & Restaurant 
Close to the traffic lights 
and high rise hotel area. 


„ Monday - Saturday, 8a.m. -12mid night / Sunday 8a.m - lOp.m 
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journey to help ac¬ 
complish the Art 
of Living Founda¬ 
tion’s mission of 
creating a stress- 
free and violence- 
free society. 

Having met Sri 
Sri Ravi Shankar 
(Founder - Art of 
Living Founda¬ 
tion) and experi¬ 
enced the personal 
transformation 
from the Art of 
Living courses, 

Dushyant realized 
he could help 
transform others by teaching 
these courses. He became an 
Art of Living teacher in 1999 
and since then has been render¬ 
ing his services, touching and 
transforming lives and bring¬ 
ing harmony. He has united 
thousands of people all over 
the world through service proj¬ 
ects and via the Art of Living 
courses under the guidance 
and inspiration of Sri Sri. 
Teaching these courses in var¬ 
ious settings like Prisons, Drug 
Rehab Centers and Corporate 


world, public events and to 
varied sections of the society 
from farmers to Inner city chil¬ 
dren to Cancer patients, his hu¬ 
manitarian efforts have 
touched many lives around the 
world. 

Dushyant shares the teach¬ 
ings and wisdom of Sri Sri 
Ravi Shankar with extraordi¬ 
nary clarity combined with a 
commitment to support and 
cherish people from all walks 
of life, faith and beliefs. 
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Gold Coast Aruba... 

A Place for You! 


Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 

Contact us by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


PRICE STARTING FROM $289,001, 

Visit us for Your Island Dream Home Ownership 

Monthly Mortgage Payments 
starting from $1,650 


OM Oocvifr 

V Malmok * Aruba 




Y'lV, * 


3 minutes drive to 

Arashi Beach 


Venezuela rules out recount after vote, deadly demos 


CARACAS (AFP) - Vene¬ 
zuela’s Supreme Court yester¬ 
day ruled out a recount of a 
disputed presidential vote won 
by the late Hugo Chavez’s po¬ 
litical heir Nicolas Maduro, 
upping the pressure on his rival 
to concede. 

Tensions have been rising in 
Venezuela since Sunday’s con¬ 
test to replace Chavez,. 
Maduro was named the winner, 
narrowly defeating opposition 
leader Henrique Capriles. 

Seven people were killed 
and dozens more injured in 
post-election violence in the 
oil-rich South American coun¬ 


try on Monday — mainly in big 
cities, where Capriles did well. 
Each side has accused the 
other of stoking violence. 

Chief Justice Luisa Estela 
Morales said that legally "there 
does not exist" in Venezuela 
the kind of vote-by-vote re¬ 
count demanded by Capriles 
since the system is computer¬ 
ized. Capriles won 49.1 per¬ 
cent to Maduro’s 50.8 percent. 

"When you go around de¬ 
manding something which is 
impossible, demanding a ma¬ 
nual recount... without a doubt 
what you are doing is inciting 
endless street fighting. And 


people should be held respon¬ 
sible for that," said Morales. 

The court is widely seen as 
leaning toward the leftist go¬ 
vernment set up by Chavez, 
who led Venezuela for 14 
years, dominating political life 
in his country and the Latin 
American left. 

The tough talk from the 
high court has opposition 
members worried that legal re¬ 
pression could be forthcoming. 

Capriles said Tuesday he 
was willing to open a dialogue 
with the 50-year-old Maduro, 
after initially saying the presi¬ 
dent-elect’s win was "illegiti¬ 


mate." 

And the 40-year-old 
Capriles has said he will pres¬ 
ent a petition to the electoral 
board for a full recount based 
on documents he says demon¬ 
strate irregularities in Sunday’s 
balloting. 

The national electoral coun¬ 
cil has however already vali¬ 
dated Maduro’s victory. 

Yesterday, supporters of the 
late Chavez and his oil-funded 
social programs rallied under 
the nose of Capriles outside his 
residence in northern Miranda 
state, calling for him to be re¬ 
moved as the state's governor. 
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"Be Green" 


Continued from page 3 



To better inform students about 
these topics, Team Green 
Aruba will be organizing two 
workshops on each of the to¬ 
pics, one in Playa, at the Na¬ 
tional Library and one at the 
San Nicolas National Library. 
Both workshops will be given 
by local experts on the subject 
of sustainability and alterna¬ 
tive energy. For more informa¬ 
tion consult their Facebook 
page on Green's Cool. 

The final competition will 
take place on May 21st at the 
Cas Di Cultura during an event 
to begin at 3:00 in the morning 
and end at 12:00 noon. All par¬ 
ticipants will have the oppor¬ 
tunity to present their project 
to those present. 

US, EU 
urge 
'audit' 

Continued from page 1 

The White House meanwhile 
urged the Venezuelan govern¬ 
ment to protect the rights of 
free speech and protest, but 
warned against violence. 

Spain had initially ex¬ 
pressed doubts, but the fo¬ 
reign ministry late Tuesday 
said "now that the constitu¬ 
tional and legal procedures 
have ended," the government 
"respects the National Elec¬ 
tion Board's proclamation." 

The European Union said 
it took note of the Maduro 
win but said Capriles' com¬ 
plaints should be examined 
by the government. 

Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, 
Ecuador, Russia and Spain 
have recognized the Venezue¬ 
lan decision to confirm 
Maduro as the winner. 

Nicolas Maduro said yes¬ 
terday "we don't care" about 
US recognition after Wash¬ 
ington suggested it was not 
ready to acknowledge his 
contested weekend election 
win. 

"We don't care about your 
recognition," Maduro 

quipped at Kerry's remarks. 
"We have decided to be free, 
and we are going to be free 
and independent, with or 
without you," he stressed. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


'No one lied' about Benghazi 
attack, Kerry vows 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
Secretary of State John Kerry 
pledged yesterday that no¬ 
body had lied about last year's 
attack on a US mission in 
Libya that killed four Ameri¬ 
cans, and urged US lawmak¬ 
ers to move on. 

The former senator found 
the tables turned as he was 
grilled about the hot-button 
issue by his old congressional 
colleagues during his defense 
of the State Department’s 
2014 budget request before 
the House foreign affairs com¬ 
mittee. 

"I don't think anybody lied 
to anybody," Kerry insisted 
about the Benghazi attack that 
dominated the 2012 presiden¬ 
tial race, also refusing to in¬ 
vestigate statements made 
about it by US Ambassador to 
the United Nations Susan 
Rice. 

Republicans have alleged 
that President Barack 
Obama's administration 
sought to cover up details of 
the attack in the eastern 
Libyan town of Benghazi, in¬ 
cluding that it was linked to 
terror groups. 

Ambassador Chris Stevens 
was among four Americans 
killed on September 11 when 
Al-Qaeda-linked militants 
overran the US mission. An 
internal State Department 
probe initiated by former sec¬ 
retary of state Hillary Clinton 
found security was "grossly 


inadequate" at the mission, 
and at a nearby CIA annex. 

Amid persistent questio¬ 
ning from congressmen fum¬ 
ing that they still had not been 
given all the information they 
sought about the attack, Kerry 
vowed to appoint someone 
within the next 24 hours to 
work with them. 

"Let's figure out what it is 
that's missing, if it's legitimate 
or isn't," he told lawmakers. 
"Let's find out exactly, to¬ 
gether, what happened, be¬ 
cause... we got a lot more 
important things to move on 
to and get done." 

Kerry also defended Rice, 
who had initially been seen as 
the favorite to succeed Clin¬ 
ton, until she appeared on 
Sunday talk shows and, using 
talking points, said the attack 
had been "spontaneous." 

Asked whether he would 
support an investigation into 
Rice's comments, Kerry re¬ 
plied firmly: "No, because I 
don't believe it's necessary." 

"Ambassador Rice has 
apologized for her mistaken 
comments, which were based 
on talking points that she was 
given. And she has made it 
clear that she was mistaken," 
Kerry said. 

"I am absolutely confident 
that Ambassador Rice did not 
purposefully mislead any¬ 
body. She was using the talk¬ 
ing points and there was 
confusion in the early hours. 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
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E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


Boston doctors agonize over 'ugly job’ 
of amputations 


BOSTON, Massachusetts 
(AFP) - Doctors carried out at 
least 13 leg amputations after 
the Boston marathon bom¬ 
bings, and for the surgeons, it 
was an agonizing decision. 

"We just completed the 
ugly job that the bomb did," 
said George Velmahos, Massa¬ 
chusetts General Hospital's 
chief of trauma surgery, of the 
extreme operations that had to 
be carried out after Monday's 
double bomb attack. 

At least two people who 
were standing near the blasts at 
the marathon finish line lost 
both legs. Surgeons at the 
Boston hospitals and clinics 
where victims were taken said 
they have to deal with such 
dramatic decisions, but never 
in such numbers. 

There were five patients at 
Boston Medical Center, four at 
Massachusetts General, two at 
Beth Israel Deaconess and one 
at Brigham and Women's Hos¬ 


pital who lost legs in the 
bombings or the hours after. In 
some cases the amputations 
were carried out at the scene. 

"These patients came to us 
with completely mangled, de¬ 
stroyed extremities, hanging by 
shreds of muscle and skin. We 
had to go through the unfortu¬ 
nate task of completing the am¬ 
putation," said Velhamos. 

The bombs are believed to 
have been hidden in low-lying 
garbage bins and spread nails, 
ball-bearings and other shards 
within two feet of the ground - 
- mainly at the legs of the 
crowds in the immediate vici¬ 
nity. On top of loss of limbs, 
some victims had holes as big 
as their fists blown in their 
legs. 

Amputation is a grave deci¬ 
sion in normal circumstances, 
but even more daunting after a 
terror attack with mass casual¬ 
ties. 

"What we like to do is be¬ 


fore we take off someone's leg 
— it's extremely hard to make 
that decision — is we often get 
two surgeons to agree," said 
Tracey Dechert, a surgeon at 
Boston Medical Center. 

"'Am I right here? This can't 
be saved.' So that way you feel 
better and know that you didn't 
take off someone's leg that you 
didn't have to take," she added. 

"All rooms had multiple 
surgeons so everyone could 
feel like we're doing what we 
need to be doing." 

Many patients are in such a 
devastated condition that more 
limbs could be lost in days to 
come. 

Peter Burke, a chief sur¬ 
geon at Boston Medical Cen¬ 
ter, said relatives had to be 
involved very closely and as 
soon as possible with the 
trauma and its after-effects. 

"We need to treat the family 
as much as the patients," he 
said. 


US Senate deals Obama major setback 
on gun control 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
President Barack Obama's gun 
control drive in the wake of the 
Newtown massacre suffered a 
major setback yesterday when 
the Senate voted down ex¬ 
panded background checks on 
firearms buyers. 

The measure, which would 
have required background 
checks on sales at gun shows 
and on the Internet needed 60 
votes for approval, but it fell 
well short, 54-46, as a handful 
of Democrats either facing 
tough re-election challenges in 
2014 or from pro-gun states 
stood in opposition of the 
amendment. 

"Shame on you!" yelled Pa¬ 
tricia Maisch — a survivor of 
the 2011 shooting that left six 
people dead and then-con¬ 
gresswoman Gabrielle Gif¬ 
fords gravely wounded — from 



escorted out of the chamber. 

She was one of several gun 
violence victims or relatives of 
victims, including parents or 
siblings of children killed in 
the Newtown school shooting 
in December, on hand to wit¬ 
ness what they hoped would be 


a victory for proponents of gun 
control. 

Instead, the Senate's mem¬ 
bers confirmed they remain 
deeply apprehensive about in¬ 
stituting any legislation that 
could be seen as infringing on 
Americans' constitutional right 
to bear arms. 

"They have no souls, they 
have no compassion for the ex¬ 
periences that people have 
lived through (with) gun vio¬ 
lence, who have had a child or 
a loved one murdered by a 
gun," Maisch said. 

The handwriting was on the 
wall by early yesterday, as 
most Republicans balked at 
supporting the expansion of 
background checks. 

Four Democrats as well re¬ 
fused to get on board with the 
compromise legislation. 
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International News 

Letter addressed to 
Obama tests positive 
for ricin: FBI 


US Muslims fear backlash if 
Islamists behind Boston 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - A 
letter addressed to US Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama tested pos¬ 
itive for ricin in a drama over 
poisoned mail spreading alarm 
in Washington, which was al¬ 
ready on edge Wednesday after 
the Boston bombings. 

The FBI said there was no 
connection between the letter 
sent to Obama and detected at 
a remote mail facility, and an¬ 
other mailed to Republican 
Senator Roger Wicker, and the 
blasts at the Boston marathon 
which killed three people. 

After preliminary tests on 
the Obama letter showed 
traces of ricin, further exami¬ 
nations will be carried out over 
the next 24 to 48 hours, the 
FBI said. 

The US Secret Service said 
the letter to Obama had been 
intercepted at a mail screening 
facility outside the White 
House on Tuesday, the same 
day authorities said a letter was 
sent to Wicker that also 
showed traces of ricin. 

Ricin — a highly toxic pro¬ 
tein found in castor beans — 
can, when inhaled, cause respi¬ 
ratory problems. Ingested 
orally, it is lethal in even 
miniscule quantities. 

Secret Service spokesman 
Edwin Donovan said the 


agency, which protects the 
president and his family, was 
working closely with the US 
Capitol Police and the FBI to 
trace the origins of the letter. 

NBC News cited unidenti¬ 
fied government sources as 
saying that officials believed 
they knew who sent the letters, 
reportedly with a Tennessee 
postmark, but that no arrests 
had been made pending further 
tests. 

The FBI said in a statement 
that a filter at a second mail fa¬ 
cility had tested positive for 
ricin, and warned that more 
letters could be received. 

The White House deflected 
inquiries on the incident to the 
FBI and the Secret Service. 

Senator Carl Levin mean¬ 
while issued a statement say¬ 
ing one of his staffers had 
discovered a "suspicious-look¬ 
ing letter" at a regional office 
in Michigan and handed it over 
to authorities for further inves¬ 
tigation. 

Adding to nervousness in 
the US capital, two Senate of¬ 
fice buildings were briefly cor¬ 
doned off amid reports of a 
suspicious package but were 
reopened after the all-clear was 
given. 

US Capitol Police con¬ 
firmed one man was being 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - US 
Muslims are watching closely 
as the probe into the Boston 
bombings unfolds, fearing a 
backlash like after 9/11 if an 
Islamist link is confirmed to 
the deadly attack. 

Severan Muslim groups is¬ 
sued statements within hours 
of Monday’s double bombing 
at the Boston Marathon, stren¬ 
uously condemning the attacks 
which killed three and injured 
more than 100 people. 

Investigators said Tuesday 
the range of possible culprits 
remains "wide open," as spec¬ 
ulation ranges from home¬ 
grown right-wing or white 
supremacist extremists to for¬ 
eign Islamist groups or an Al- 
Qaeda type cell. 

A spokesman for the Coun¬ 
cil on American-Islamic Rela¬ 
tions (CAIR), Ibrahim Hooper, 


BRASILIA (AFP) - The ex¬ 
premier of the British-ruled 
Turks and Caicos islands, 
wanted at home in connection 
with a corruption probe, has 
been denied refuge in Brazil be¬ 
cause of lack of proof of politi¬ 
cal persecution, authorities said 
Tuesday. 

Michael Misick, 50, was ar¬ 
rested at Rio's Santos Dumont 
airport in December as he tried 
to board a Sao Paulo-bound 
flight. 

He had applied for refugee 
status in Brazil alleging politi¬ 
cal persecution by British au¬ 
thorities over his efforts to 
promote possible independence 
for his Caribbean homeland. 

Brazilian Justice Minister 
Jose Eduardo Cardozo rejected 
Michael Eugene Misick's re¬ 
quest because of "lack of proof 
of a supposed political persecu¬ 
tion,", his ministry said in a 
statement. 

A Brazilian Supreme Court 
judge had ordered Misick de¬ 
tained in response to an arrest 
warrant issued by the British 
government. 

In March last year, Interpol 
issued a "red notice" warrant 


said the Muslim group had al¬ 
ready received "the usual hate 
calls," but nothing major as yet 
-- and underlined its main mes¬ 
sage was condemnation. 

The number of FBI-desig¬ 
nated hate crimes against Mus¬ 
lims and Arabs in America 
shot up dramatically after the 
September 11, 2001 attacks, 
which were quickly attributed 
to Al-Qaeda and a team of 
mostly Saudi hijackers. 

Amid the torrent of accurate 
and not-so-accurate reporting 
as the Boston bombing story 
broke Monday, at least two 
news outlets inaccurately re¬ 
ported that a Saudi national 
was being held as a suspect. 

No Islamist or other link has 
yet been confirmed. But Sahar 
Aziz of the Institute for Social 
Policy and Understanding 
(ISPU) thinktank, said Mus- 


against Misick, who is being 
probed by British authorities 
for corruption. 

A "red notice" means Inter¬ 
pol, the international police 
agency, is requesting a provi¬ 
sional arrest of a person with a 
goal of extradition. 

Misick resigned in 2009 fol¬ 
lowing a corruption scandal in 
which he was accused of 
money laundering and bribery 
in the British overseas territory. 


lims should be wary. 

"Because the stereotype of 
Muslims as terrorists and dis¬ 
loyal has become entrenched 
within American culture, there 
is a strong likelihood that Mus¬ 
lims in America will face 
backlash if the suspect .. is a 
Muslim. 

The Los Angeles-based 
Muslim Public Affairs Council 
(MPAC) posted a link on its 
Facebook page to a Washing¬ 
ton Post story headlined: 
"‘Please don't be a Muslim': 
Boston marathon blasts draw 
condemnation and dread in 
Muslim world." 

"Was this thought crossing 
your mind today? Seems like it 
was for many Muslims," 
MPAC commented, referring 
to the link. 

MPAC head Salam Al- 
Marayati said: "Terrorism has 
no faith so it is irrelevant what 
the culprit., will claim as his 
affiliation. What is relevant is 
the crime of terrorism, which 
we as Muslims have been 
speaking out against. 

America's estimated 3.5 
million Muslims make up 
fewer than one percent of the 
country's population, accord¬ 
ing to a study by the Pew re¬ 
search group published in 
December. 

A Pew poll published before 
the 10th anniversary of 9/11 
found that "Muslims in the 
United States continue to re¬ 
ject extremism by much larger 
margins than most other Mus¬ 
lim publics." 


questioned. 



CAIRO (AFP) - Egypt's public prosecutor on Wednesday 
ordered the transfer of ousted president Hosni Mubarak 
to prison from hospital due to the "stability of his 
health," judicial sources said. The 84-year-old Mubarak 
will be moved back to Tora prison. He was being held at 
a military hospital in Cairo where he was being treated 
for a heart condition, fractured ribs, fluid in the lungs, 
depression and high blood pressure. 
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Health & Living 


US hospitals make more money 
when surgery goes wrong 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
hospitals face a disincentive to 
improve care because they 
make drastically more money 
when surgery goes wrong than 
when a patient is discharged 
with no complications, a study 
found. 

"We found clear evidence 
that reducing harm and im¬ 
proving quality is perversely 
penalized in our current health 
care system," said study author 
Sunil Eappen, chief medical 
officer of Massachusetts Eye 
and Ear Infirmary. 

An estimated $400 billion is 
spent on surgery in the United 
States every year. 

Privately insured patients 
with complications provide 
hospitals with a 330 percent 
higher profit margin than those 
whose surgeries went 
smoothly, the study published 


in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association found. 

Patients whose bills are paid 
by Medicare — a government 
insurance plan for the elderly 
and disabled — produced a 190 
percent higher profit margin 
when complications arose fol¬ 
lowing surgery. 

"It's been known that hospi¬ 
tals are not rewarded for qual¬ 
ity," said study author Atul 
Gawande, a professor at the 
Harvard School of Public 
Health and director of Ariadne 
Labs. 

"But it hadn't been recog¬ 
nized exactly how much more 
money they make when harm 
is done." 

While effective methods to 
reduce complications have 
been identified by researchers, 
the authors said that hospitals 
have been slow to implement 


them. 

"This is clear indication that 
health care payment reform is 
necessary," Gawande added. 
"Hospitals should gain, not 
lose, financially from reducing 
harm." 

The researchers analyzed 
data from 34,256 surgical in¬ 
patients discharged in 2010 
from a non-profit, 12-hospital 
system in the southern United 
States. A total of 1,820 proce¬ 
dures were identified with at 
least one complication. 

They found that complica¬ 
tions were associated with a 
$39,017 higher profit margin 
per patient ($55,953 vs. 
$16,936) for privately insured 
patients. For Medicare pa¬ 
tients, the profit margin per pa¬ 
tient was higher by $1,749 
($3,687 vs. $1,880). 



Vibrating fork to combat 
obesity makes its debut 


WASHINGTON(AFP) - An 
electronic fork that vibrates 
when you eat too fast went on 
sale Wednesday on Kick- 
starter, with its French inven¬ 
tors claiming it can help 
combat obesity and digestive 
issues. 

Those who contribute at 
least $89 on the crowd funding 
website will get a HAPIfork, 
which comes in blue, green 
and pink, ahead of its planned 
general release to consumers 
in the United States and Eu¬ 
rope later this year. 

"While our product is still a 
prototype, we're thrilled by the 
global response so far," said 


Fabrice Boutain, founder of 
the product's California-based 
developer HAPILABS, in a 
statement. 

First shown at the Consumer 
Electronics Show, the HAPIfork 
— the brainchild of French in¬ 
ventor Jacques Lepine — is 
based on research that suggests 
people living in a fast-paced 
world can lose weight by eating 
more slowly. 

The gadget, which is dish¬ 
washer safe, includes LED 
warning lights, a USB connec¬ 
tor and software for computers 
and smartphones enabling users 
to monitor their progress to¬ 
wards a healthier pace of eating. 



PARIS (AFP) - One of the world's most popular aquarium 
fishes on Wednesday joined the rat, the mouse, fruitfly 
and nematode worm in the roll call of creatures whose 
DNA has been sequenced to help fight disease among 
humans. A consortium of researchers unveiled the 
genome of the zebrafish in the British journal Nature, de¬ 
claring it made a vital model for pinpointing faulty genes. 
The tiny striped fish -- Danio rerio in Latin -- has 26,000 
genes, 70 percent of which are shared with humans. 
Eighty-four percent of genes known to be associated 
with human disease have a zebrafish counterpart. The 
fish has a brief life cycle and in the embryonic stage is 
transparent, which makes it highly useful in the lab. The 
zebrafish has already unlocked insights into cancer and 
heart disease and advanced knowledge of muscle and 
organ development, including genes implicated in mus¬ 
cular dystrophy. 

Patient takes wheel of 
ambulance to save 
driver 


LILLE (AFP) - A late-stage 
cancer patient has saved the 
life of an ambulance driver 
who suffered a heart attack, by 
taking the wheel of his vehicle 
and driving him to hospital, 
French medical officials said. 

Christian Nayet, a 60-year- 
old cancer sufferer from the 
northern town of Berck-sur- 
mer, rescued the driver on 
April 11 by taking him to a 
hospital in Lens, hospital 
emergency room manager 
Frederic Allienne told AFP on 
Wednesday. 

Nayet told newspaper Voix 
du Nord the driver had suf¬ 
fered a heart attack while tak¬ 
ing him to a hospital in Lille 
for a regular scan. 

"I told him: 'Give me the 


keys, trust me! My life is not 
in danger, but yours is!"' Nayet 
said. 

"I couldn't find the siren, 
but I managed to turn the lights 
on and told him to put his arm 
out the window to signal to the 
cars to let us pass." 

They drove into the area re¬ 
served for ambulances, Alli¬ 
enne said, and the ambulance 
driver was immediately admit¬ 
ted to the emergency room. 
During the drive, Nayet had 
also administered a blood anti¬ 
coagulant to the driver. 

Without his assistance, the 
driver "could have died," Alli¬ 
enne said. 

Nayet was then taken to an¬ 
other hospital for his sched¬ 
uled tests. 
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Anonymity guaranteed 
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Finance 


Iran sees 'logical* oil 
price at $100-120: 
ministry 


TEHRAN (AFP) - Sanctions- 
hit Iran considers the ’’logical" 
price of crude to be around 
$100 to $120 a barrel, its oil 
ministry said on Wednesday, 
ahead of an OPEC meeting 
next month. 

Oil prices were mixed in 
trade on Wednesday. 

New York’s main contract, 
light sweet crude for delivery 
in May, fell 10 cents to $88.66 
a barrel but Brent North Sea 
crude for June was up 11 cents 
at $100.20. The Brent contract 
on Tuesday fell below the 
$100 mark for the first time 
since July. 

The $100 price for Brent is 
considered ideal by OPEC 
kingpin Saudi Arabia, the 
world's top oil exporter, Com¬ 
merzbank analysts noted, and 
crossing below it could prompt 
the oil cartel's members to cut 
back production to support 
prices. 

OPEC is set to meet in Vi¬ 
enna on May 31. 

Iran is OPEC's fourth 
biggest producer, after Saudi 
Arabia, Iraq and Kuwait, ac¬ 
cording to the group's data. In 
2011, it ranked second. 

Its output dropped to 2.67 
million barrels per day in Feb¬ 
ruary, from 2.72 the previous 
month, OPEC said in April, 


YESTERDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 



citing secondary sources. 

Tehran's own communica¬ 
tions, however, still insist on 
its position as runner-up, put¬ 
ting oil production at 3.7 mbpd 
in February, the last month for 
which figures were available, 
the OPEC report added. 

Iran has been under an oil 
embargo imposed by the Euro¬ 
pean Union since July 2012, 
when European purchases of 
Iranian crude ended and also 
led to decreasing Tehran's oil 
exports to its Asian customers 
from 10 to 30 percent. 

620; Brazil wants 
debate on monetary 
easing risks 

BRASILIA (AFP) - Brazil 
wants the upcoming G20 
meeting to debate the risks of 
financial turmoil linked to the 
monetary easing policies of 
some rich countries, a top 
Brazilian official said. 

The official also late Tues¬ 
day that high-risk investments 
would also be on the agenda of 
the meeting in Washington 
that will bring together finance 
ministers and central bank 
chiefs of developed and 
emerging economies Thursday 
and Friday. 

He highlighted the potential 
risks of the monetary easing 
and low-interest policies pur¬ 
sued by developed countries to 
deal with the financial crisis. 

Brazilian officials also said 
they did not expect major de¬ 
cisions to emerge at the G20 
meeting on the reform of the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) demanded by emerging 
nations. 

Brazil and other emerging 
powers have been clamoring 
for a greater say within the 
IMF in exchange for increased 
financial contributions. 


Chinese bank ICBC tops Forbes 
Global 2000 list 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Chi¬ 
nese bank ICBC knocked US 
oil giant ExxonMobil from its 
perch as the world's biggest 
public company Wednesday, 
ranking number-one for the 
first time on the Forbes Global 
2000 list. 

Underscoring the power 
move by Chinese companies 
to top global rankings, China 
Construction Bank leaped 11 
spots from last year to the 
number-two spot on the Forbes 
list of the world's largest public 
companies. 

Forbes said that ICBC — 
The Industrial and Commer¬ 
cial Bank of China — and CCB 
were bumped higher in the 
ranks by double-digit growth 
in both sales and profits in 
2012, although annual profit 
growth for both banks was the 
slowest rate since they went 
public. 

ICBC brought in $37.8 bil¬ 
lion in profits on $2.8 trillion 
in assets last year, while CCB 
earned $30.6 billion on $2.2 
trillion in assets. 

The rankings of the Forbes 
top 2000 are determined by an 
equal weighting of sales, prof- 


THE HAGUE, April 17, 2013 
(AFP) - The Dutch company 
ASML, which supplies com¬ 
puter chip-making systems and 
is a global high-tech bell¬ 
wether, posted on Wednesday 
sharp drops in sales and net 
profit for the first quarter 2013, 
but said it expected business to 
pick up later in the year. 

Net profit stood at 96 mil¬ 
lion euros ($126 million), 
down by 66 percent from 282 
million euros over the same 
period last year, but was 
nonetheless better than an av¬ 
erage analyst forecast of 
around 83 million euros com¬ 
piled by Dow Jones 
Newswires. 


its, assets and market value. 

Wall Street bank JPMorgan 
Chase, the world's biggest 
company in 2011, slipped from 
number two in 2012 to number 
three in 2013 as sales dipped. 

US conglomerate General 
Electric moved down a notch 
to the fourth spot.. 

ExxonMobil, the US oil and 
gas giant, tumbled from its 
one-year reign at the top last 
year to the number-five spot, 
despite being the world's most 
profitable company for the 
second year in a row with 
$44.9 billion in net income, 
Forbes said. 

Apple, which has vied over 
the past year with Exxon for 
the title of the world's most 
valuable company by market 
capitalization, was tied at num¬ 
ber 15 with Wal-Mart Stores. 

Wal-Mart reclaimed the top 
perch as the word's sales leader 
with 5.0 percent growth from 
Dutch-Anglo energy firm 
Royal Dutch Shell. 

Germany's Allianz, South 
Korea's Samsung Electronics, 
and US-based AT&T joined 
the 25 top-ranked companies. 
Allianz gained the most 


Group sales slumped by 40 
percent to 892 million euros, 
but stayed within ASML tar¬ 
gets, which analysts said re¬ 
flected the current weak global 
demand for micro-processors. 

"We achieved first quarter 
sales ahead of and gross mar¬ 
gin in line with our guidance 
and reiterate our expectation 
for a sales acceleration during 
the year," the group's chief ex¬ 
ecutive Eric Meurice said in a 
statement. 

In January, the group re¬ 
ported a 16.25 percent drop in 
2012 profit to 1.1 billion euros, 
on sales that were 21.88 per¬ 
cent lower at 4.7 billion. 

ASML received 25 new or- 


ground, rising to 25th from 
50th in last year's list. 

By country, the United 
States, adding 19 members, 
continued to dominate the list 
with 543 members, its highest 
total since 2009. 

Japan lost seven members, 
but at 251 remained the sec¬ 
ond-biggest country on the list. 

For the first time since the 
list began in 2004, Forbes said, 
China did not increase the 
number of its companies on 
the list. 

But it still had the third- 
largest presence with 136 
members. 

Forbes highlighted three 
Asian countries that showed 
standout overall growth in the 
list: Singapore, Thailand and 
Malaysia. 

Belgium, Turkey, and the 
United Arab Emirates had the 
biggest rise in company mar¬ 
ket values, growing by double 
digits from a year ago. 

Forbes said that overall the 
Global 2000 companies, which 
employ 87 million people, had 
seen mostly solid growth from 
a year ago. 


ders in the first quarter valued at 
715 million euros, compared 
with 32 in the fourth quarter last 
year, the group said. 

It also had a backlog of or¬ 
ders which included 42 ma¬ 
chines with a total value of 1.26 
billion euros, against 46 ma¬ 
chines at the end of last year. 

Headquartered just outside 
the southern Dutch city of Eind¬ 
hoven, ASML operates in 16 
countries and is considered a 
good indicator of conditions in 
the microprocessing industry. 

It manufactures machines 
used to make integrated cir¬ 
cuits and semiconductors and 
has 8,000 full-time employees. 


Dutch high-tech group ASML posts 
sharp Q1 slump 
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Yahoo! profit soars 
but revenue falls 


SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) - 
Marissa Mayer's quest to re¬ 
vive Yahoo! stumbled on Tues¬ 
day with word that revenue 
from display ads at the heart of 
its business shrank in the first 
three months of this year. 

Yahoo! profit soared to 
$390.9 millionm, a 36 percent 
rise from the same period last 
year on the back of returns 
from stakes in Chinese Internet 
giant Alibaba and Yahoo! 
Japan. But money from its 
own online ads sagged. 

Yahoo! shares fell more than 
four percent to $22.80 in after- 
hours trade after the company 
reported that revenue fell 6.6 
percent to $1.14 billion in the 
quarter that ended March 31. 

Display ad revenue dropped 
11 percent from the same pe¬ 
riod last year. 

In contrast, the overall US 
digital ad market grew 14.8 
percent to $9.64 billion in the 
first three months of this year, 
according to industry tracker 
eMarketer. 

Google and Facebook are 
expected to account for 41.6 
percent and 6.5 percent of US 
digital ad revenue this year, re¬ 
spectively, according to eMar¬ 
keter. 

Mayer took over in July at 
Yahoo! after 13 years at 


Google, having been hired as 
the 20th employee and first 
woman engineer at the com¬ 
pany that went on to be the 
new king of Internet searches. 

She joined Yahoo! as the 
fifth chief executive there in as 
many years as the struggling 
Internet search pioneer tried to 
reinvent itself as a "premier 
digital media" company after 
withering in Google's shadow. 

Mayer has echoed the 
mantra of predecessors who 
maintained that the company 
could find prosperity by min¬ 
ing information about users to 
insightfully tailor online con¬ 
tent and target money-making 
advertising. 

On Tuesday, she likened her 
plan to get Yahoo! back up to 
speed to a series of sprints, 
with the first leg comprised of 
bulking up the pool of talent at 
the company. 

Mayer said that tailoring 
products for mobile gadgets is 
a priority at Yahoo! as 
lifestyles shift to smartphones 
and tablet computers. 

The Sunnyvale, California- 
based company also planned 
to capitalize on multi-year 
partnerships with Google, 
Facebook, Apple and Mi¬ 
crosoft. 


Lets Go Green 

-* Upgrade the windows in 
your home to more efficient 
ones that help to retain the 
cool of your airco . 

-* Have shorter showers. 

-* Hang your clothes to dry in 
the summertime instead of 
using a clothes dryer. 
-*Change your lights, replace 
one regular lightbulb with one 
of those new compact fluores¬ 
cent bulbs. 

-* Go Vegetarian once a week 
-* Use both side of papers (to 
print, write, draw etc) 

-* Use one less paper napkin. 
-*TURN OFF LIGHTS when 
not using. 

- * Second-hand doesn’t mean 
second-best. 

-* Maintain your vihicle. 
-*Choose matches over 
lighters. 

-*Give it away, before you 
throw it away. 

-* Plastic Bags suck. 

-* Recycle old cell-phones. 



Apple plunges as supplier slashes profit 
forecast 


NEW YORK (AFP) - Apple 
shares plummeted more than 5 
percent Wednesday after Cir¬ 
rus Logic, a supplier of Apple 
components, slashed its own 
profit guidance, suggesting its 
Apple business had weakened. 

Apple shares were off 
$22.33, or 5.2 percent, to 
$404.70 at 1830 GMT after 
briefly touching below $400 a 
share earlier in the session. 

The drop came after Cirrus, 
which relies on Apple for a 
majority of its sales, warned 


Tuesday that profits for its fis¬ 
cal fourth-quarter, through 
March 30, would be lower. 

Cirrus reduced its revenue 
forecast and slashed its gross 
margin forecast after disclos¬ 
ing that it expects a $23.3 mil¬ 
lion inventory reserve, of 
which $20.7 billion is "due to 
a decreased forecast for a high 
volume product as the cus¬ 
tomer migrates to one of Cir¬ 
rus Logic's newer 
components." 

Analysts at investment bank 


Jefferies said they believe Cir¬ 
rus is the main provider of 
audio IC chips for Apple's 
iPhones and iPads. 

The Jefferies note also cited 
a trade publication article that 
suggested Apple's new iPad 
mini launch would not take 
place until the third quarter. 

Apple's losses Wednesday 
come as the tech giant faces 
tougher competition from 
Samsung and other rivals in 
the busy smartphone and tablet 
technology space. 



BRASILIA (AFP) - Natives from different tribes dance at 
the National Congress in Brasilia on April 16, 2013, dur¬ 
ing a protest against the invasion by farmers of their ter¬ 
ritories. Indians from many regions of Brazil will be in 
Brasilia this week to press political leaders that the def¬ 
inition of the demarcation of their ancestral lands be 
made as fast as possible to stop plans to evict them in a 
dispute with wealthy white ranchers as well as soya and 
sugar cane plantation owners 


FoxConn to pay Microsoft 
royalties for Android 
devices 


NEW YORK (AFP) - Taiwan 
tech giant Hon Hai, parent 
company of FoxConn, will pay 
royalties to Microsoft to ward 
off a lawsuit over its produc¬ 
tion of devices using rival 
Google's Android and Chrome 
platforms. 

A Microsoft statement late 
on Tuesday did not reveal the 
amounts the US company will 
be paid however. 

The licensing agreement 
protects Hon Hai from claims 


that the cell phones and televi¬ 
sions it produces and which 
use Android and Chrome in¬ 
fringe on Microsoft's patented 
technology. 

The Taiwanese company is 
the world's largest contract 
electronics maker and assem¬ 
bles products for Apple, Sony 
and Nokia, among others, in 
huge plants in China where it 
employs more than one mil¬ 
lion workers. 
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Buster’s is back in Eagle Beach at 

Trop Casino 



The home of the Beer Pong drinking game 



Threesome, takes care of the entertainment 


Fans of Aruba’s favorite sports 
bar are happy to hear that 
Buster’s Garage has relocated 
to the restaurant/bar space in¬ 
side Trop Casino. Now Eagle 
Beach resort guests have a 
great place for a bargain- 
priced breakfast or a bucket of 
beer while rooting for the team 
of their choice. 

Buster’s has that great, 


homey feel of settling in to 
enjoy a game with buddies, 
greatly due to the warmth and 
enthusiasm of owner Rusty. 
He takes pride in making pa¬ 
trons feel welcome. “If some¬ 
body really needs to watch 
their home team on the field, 
we’ll be happy to put it on for 
them,” he confidently assured 
us. “We have 3 satellite dishes 


with separate packages to pick 
up every station imaginable. If 
there is a game going on out 
there somewhere, we’ll find 
it.” 

With giant screens every¬ 
where throughout the joint, 
there isn’t a bad seat in the 
house. Aside from their all day 
menu of game-watching fa¬ 
vorites, they also feature a 



A whopping cheese nachos 
w/chicken dish 


hearty breakfast menu. The 
“Grand Slam Platter” includes 
eggs any style, pancakes or 
waffles, bacon, juice, fresh 
made home fries with coffee 
or tea for only $9.Lunch and 
dinner menus reflect the same 
moderate pricing with re¬ 
quired sports bar standards 
such as chicken wings, club 
sandwiches, burgers and a 
heaping helping of nachos, av¬ 
eraging $9; pizza and main 
courses range from $11 to $15. 

Aside from the games and 
the gambling, patrons can ex¬ 
pect great entertainment three 


nights weekly with one of 
Aruba’s most popular trios, 
“Threesome.’ There are also 
some wild times getting ac¬ 
quainted with Rusty’s Beer 
Pong, the Drinking Game of 
Champions. Win or lose, play¬ 
ers always end up with a smile 
on their face. 

This family friendly place, 
with air hockey and video 
games for the kids, along 
with a special menu for 
young ones, is open 7 days a 
week from 7:30 AM until 
1:00 AM for late night 
snacking and fun. 


Courage Poem, Life’s Own Battle 
Didn't want a battle, 

Yet you declared war, 

Each knock you gave me made me 
stronger than before, 

I will not give up, 

I will not give in, 

You won't make me fall, 

I won't let you win. 


By Emma Jackson 




ZAGREB (AFP) - A message in a bottle to a woman 
named Mary thrown by a Canadian into the Atlantic in 
1985 has washed ashore almost 8,000 kilometres (4,971 
miles) away in Croatia 28 years later. "Mary, you are really 
great person. I hope we can keep in correspondence. I 
said I would write. Your friend forever, Jonathon, Nova 
Scotia, 1985," said the message found by 23-year-old 
Croatian Matea Medak Rezic. Rezic was taking part in a 
beach clean-up near the Adriatic port of Ploce when she 
found the bottle. "The bottle was broken, but the mes¬ 
sage, written with a blue ballpoint pen, was in good 
shape as it was plastic-coated," Rezic told AFP. 



Enjoy an enchanting vacation 
at Sasaki Apartments 


Sasaki Apartments is a pleas¬ 
ant complex of 24 studio 
apartments, conveniently lo¬ 
cated in the residential area of 
Bubali in northern Aruba. Just 
400 meters (0.31 miles) from 
the famous Eagle Beach, 
which you can walk to in 
about 8 minutes. Downtown, 
casinos, shops, supermarkets 
and restaurants are just min¬ 
utes away by car, for your 
convenience. 

24 studio type air condi¬ 
tioned apartments fully fur¬ 
nished, warm water. 2 double 
beds or 1 king size bed, ceil¬ 
ing fan, cable TV, telephone. 
Equipped kitchenette, mi¬ 
crowave, stove, toaster, coffee 
maker and kitchen utensils. 
Safe box. Daily maid service, 
self service laundry, BBQ area 
& garden, swimming pool & 
kiddy pool 


Calm and friendly atmos¬ 
phere characterizes the apart¬ 
ment complex, with an 
invitation to enjoy a relaxing 
atmosphere in its different 
areas: in the pool under the 
Carib- bean sun, on the terrace 


Office hours are Monday 
to Friday 9:00 am. to 7:30 
p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. On Sunday only 
for check-in and check-out. 


reading a book, preparing a 
good barbecue by the pool, or 
in your apartment with total 
privacy. 

Whether you come to 
Aruba for business, family va¬ 
cation or honeymoon, Sasaki 
Apartments is an excellent al¬ 
ternative for the quality of its 
facilities and its reasonable 
prices. 

Sasaki Apartment is situ¬ 
ated in Bubali #143, Noord. 

Tel: +297 587 7482; Fax: 
+297 587 8448. 
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TOTAL 


LIQUIDATION 

SALE 



Only at 

BOSS 


HUGO BOSS 


OUTLET 


Emmastraat 3 • Plaza Margareta 

Phone 588-5406 

Open Hours: 

Monday through Saturday: 9:30pm - 6:30pm 



Football: Stuttgart to meet Bayern 
in German Cup final 



VfB Stuttgart's coach Bruno Labbadia (2nd L) celebrates 
with team after winning 


BERLIN (AFP) - VfB 
Stuttgart will face favourites 
Bayern Munich in June's Ger¬ 
man Cup final after they en¬ 
joyed a 2-1 semi-final win at 
home against Freiburg on 
Wednesday. 


The victory was a double 
bonus to Stuttgart as they are 
now guaranteed a Europa 
Leage place next season as 
final opponents Bayern have 
qualified for the Champions 
League. 


Bayern had hammered 
Wolfsburg 6-1 in Munich on 
Tuesday, with Germany striker 
Mario Gomez coming off the 
bench to score a hat-trick in 
just six second-half minutes. 

With Bundesliga champions 
Bayern chasing the treble, hav¬ 
ing reached the Champions 
League semi-final where they 
face Barcelona on Tuesday, 
Stuttgart are hunting their first 
silverware since 2007. 

There were tears at the final 
whistle as Freiburg were de¬ 
nied the first German Cup final 
appearance in the club's his¬ 
tory at the final hurdle. 

Stuttgart, who are 12th in 
the Bundesliga, will be appear¬ 
ing in their sixth German Cup 
final, their first since losing the 
2007 final, while Bayern are 
bidding to win the cup for the 
16th time having lost 5-2 to 
Borussia Dortmund in Berlin 
last year. 


Thursday, April 18, 2013 

SPORTS 

Tennis: Djokovic over¬ 
comes pain barrier as 
top 3 through 


MONTE CARLO (AFP) - Top 
three seeds Novak Djokovic, 
Andy Murray and Rafael 
Nadal all made winning starts 
at the Monte Carlo Masters on 
Wednesday. 

World number one Djokovic 
said he was pleased to have 
passed a huge test on his in¬ 
jured right ankle following a 4- 
6, 6-1, 6-4 defeat of Russian 
Mikhail Youzhny. 

Second seed Murray posted 
an uneventful 6-1, 6-4 win 
over Frenchman Eduardo 
Roger-Vasselin while Nadal 
began his favourite part of the 
year and a quest for a ninth 
straight title here with a 6-1, 6- 
2 defeat of Marinko Matose- 
vic. 

Djokovic had waited until 
the last minute to make his de¬ 
cision on whether he could 
compete, having rolled his 
ankle on Davis Cup duty 10 
days ago. He earned a late 
break for 5-4 in the final set as 
Youzhny missed a drop shot, 
before serving out the match. 

Murray was pleased with his 
own effort on his weakest sur¬ 
face as he beat Roger-Vasselin. 

Nadal was totally in his 
comfort zone on another 
sunny, warm day on the 
Mediterranean, demolishing 
the Australian in 62 minutes. 

Nadal's quick win marked a 
successful return to action after 
resting for three weeks in the 


wake of his Indian Wells title 
of last month. 

The 26-year-old is planning 
his schedule more carefully 
after missing seven months of 
play in 2012-2013 due to his 
chronic knee problems. 

But he will have little rest in 
the run-up to Roland Garros, 
with entries set for Barcelona 
plus the Madrid and Rome 
Masters over the next four 
weeks. 

Nadal, playing Monte Carlo 
for the 10th time, improved his 
phenomenal record here to 45- 
1, with his only loss coming to 
Guillermo Coria in 2003 as a 
teenager. 

He said, though, that despite 
his enviable Monte Carlo run, 
he feels no extra pressure to 
win. 

Nadal next plays German 
Philipp Kohlschreiber. 

Elsewhere in the second 
round, Czech fourth seed 
Tomas Berdych began his clay 
season with a defeat of Spain's 
Marcel Granollers 7-5, 6-4. 

Croatian ninth seed Marin 
Cilic put out South African 
Kevin Anderson 6-2, 6-3, 
while Austrian Jurgen Melzer 
upset Spanish tenth seed Nico¬ 
las Almagro 6-4, 6-2 and vet¬ 
eran Finn Jarkko Nieminen 
upset Canadian 12th seed 
Milos Raonic 6-3, 1-6, 7-6 
(7/3). 


Football: Real Madrid 
push Man Utd off top 
of rich list 


LONDON (AFP) - Spanish gi¬ 
ants Real Madrid have re¬ 
placed Premier League 
powerhouse Manchester 
United at the top of the Forbes 
list of the world's most valu¬ 
able football teams. 

United had held first place 
since business analyst Forbes 
started compiling the list in 
2004, but have been overtaken 
by Real in the latest rankings. 

Barcelona, the current Span¬ 
ish league leaders, are in third 
place, while United's Premier 
League rivals Arsenal are 
fourth ahead of newly crowned 
German champions Bayern 
Munich. 

Real Madrid are valued at 
£2.15 billion ($3.3 billion), 
making the Spanish club the 
most valuable sports franchise 
in the world, and United at 
£2.07 billion. 

Forbes said in a statement: 
"This is the first time since 


Forbes began valuing soccer 
teams in 2004 that Manchester 
United is not No.l on the list. 

"Real Madrid has been con¬ 
sistently delivering the highest 
revenues of any soccer team in 
the world, despite an intense 
economic meltdown in Spain. 

"According to this year's 
soccer valuations, the top 20 
teams are worth an average of 
$968 million (£634 million), 
an increase of 26 percent over 
last year." 

Paris Saint Germain's David 
Beckham still tops the list of 
highest-earning footballers 
with earnings of £33 million, 
£29 million of which came 
from endorsements. 

Ronaldo is second with 
earnings of £28.8 million and 
Barcelona's Lionel Messi in 
third place with a total of £26 
million last year from salary 
and endorsements. 
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NBA: Raptors playing role of 
playoff spoilers 


NASCAR hits teams hard 



The Miller Lite crew works on the No. 2 Ford after the car 
failed prerace inspection Saturday at Texas. 


ATLANTA (AFP) - DeMar 
DeRozan scored 30 points and 
Rudy Gay finished with 22 as 
the Toronto Raptors easily de¬ 
feated the playoff-bound At¬ 
lanta Hawks 113-96 at Philips 
Arena on Tuesday. 

Jonas Valanciunas scored 13 
points, Amir Johnson and John 
Lucas chipped in with 11 
apiece while Kyle Lowry 
handed out 11 assists for the 
Raptors who have won four 
consecutive games all against 
teams that are headed to the 
NBA postseason. 

Kyle Korver put up 13 
points to lead the Hawks, who 
dropped into a tie for fifth 
place in the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence with the Chicago Bulls 
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with one game remaining in 
the regular season. 

The loss dealt a blow to the 
Hawks’ attempt to secure the 
fifth seed in the Eastern Con¬ 
ference playoffs. Both the 
Hawks and Chicago have 44- 
37 records. 

The Hawks travel to Madi¬ 
son Square Garden to face the 
New York Knicks on Wednes¬ 
day in their final game of the 
regular season. The Bulls fin¬ 
ish the season with a home 
game against the Washington 
Wizards. 


With only 13 games into the 
season, the Braves have lost 
just once. They've won 10 
straight - best in the majors - 
and already lead the National 
League East by 4 1/2 games. 

Atlanta's latest victory was 
engineered by another display 
from one of the most potent 
lineups in the majors. Jason 
Heyward, Upton and Dan 
Uggla each hit solo homers in 


Mike Scott came off the 
bench to finish with 12 points 
and 12 rebounds and Ivan 
Johnson had 12 points and 10 
rebounds for the Hawks. 

The Raptors will miss the 
postseason for the fifth straight 
season but they have been 
playing the role of playoff 
spoiler of late by winning six 
of their last seven. 

The Hawks have now won 
two of three contests against 
the Raptors this season and are 
8-2 in their last 10 games 
against Toronto at home. 


the eighth inning to help the 
Braves rally past Kansas City 
for a 6-3 victory on Tuesday 
night. 

Atlanta's 10-game winning 
streak is its longest since the 
club won 15 straight from 
April 15-May 2, 2000. At 12- 
1, the Braves are off to their 
best start since they began the 
1994 season 13-1. 


— NASCAR is making Penske 
Racing teammates Brad Ke- 
selowski and Joey Logano pay 
the price for technical viola¬ 
tions with their cars that were 
uncovered before the start of 
the Sprint Cup's NRA 500 on 
Saturday night at Texas Motor 
Speedway. 

Each driver was stripped of 25 
points in the championships 
standings and their teams were hit 
with suspensions that included 
both crew chiefs, NASCAR an¬ 
nounced Wednesday. 

Paul Wolfe, Keselowski's 
crew chief Paul Wolfe, was 
fined $100,000 and suspended 
for the next six races. Car chief 
Jerry Kelley, team engineer 
Brian Wilson and Penske com¬ 
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petition director Travis Geisler 
also were suspended for six 
races 

Todd Gordon, Logano's 
crew chief, received the same 
$100,000 fine and six-week 
suspension. Car chief Ray¬ 
mond Fox and team engineer 
Samuel Stanley also were sus¬ 
pended for six weeks. 

In addition, the Penske team 
members were placed on pro¬ 
bation until Dec. 31. 

Martin Truex Jr. also was 
penalized for his car being too 
low after Saturday's race at 
Texas, losing six champi¬ 
onship points while crew chief 
Chad Johnston was fined 
$25,000 and placed on proba¬ 
tion through June 5. 
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BUDAPEST (AFP) - Hungary’s Viktor Tokaji (R) vies with 
Kazakhstan's Roman Starchenko (L) during the 2013 IIHF 
Ice Hockey World Championship Division I Group A 
match Italy vs Great Britain in 'Papp Laszlo 1 Arena of Bu¬ 
dapest yesterday, Kazakhstan beat Britain 5-0 . 


x-Clinched Playoff Spot; y-Division Champ 


Atlanta Braves With 10 straight 
wins 
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Amazing views over Aruba, 

Our Unique Location, Exquisite Italian Cuisine, Outdclr Bar, \ 
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Team Aruba stays on top of cancelled 
Georgia Drags 



-VALDOSTA After taking 
the pole in their first lap 
down the track at the ADRL 
Georgia Drags VII, Team 
Aruba was amped for the 
weekend of racing. Through 
three rounds of qualifying, 
they managed to hold the 
number one spot with their 
4.063 elapsed time. Race day 
was full of promise for the 
Aruba.com/Alltel Wireless 
Mustang. Mother Nature, 
however, had different plans. 
Sunday dawned with rain that 
never left and by noon the 
event was canceled. The 
ADRL cancellation policy 
states that the event is can¬ 
celed without makeup, but 
that all points and monies 
will be awarded. 

“It was very exciting and 
encouraging to achieve the 
number one qualifying spot,” 
told driver Trevor Eman, “but 
at the same time it was very 
upsetting to see rain cancel 
our event. We were ready to 
tackle race day, and were 
confident to take the win to¬ 
gether with the number one 
qualifying spot. Those things 
are out of our control, how¬ 
ever, and overall we can’t be 
disappointed. This is just an¬ 
other step towards winning a 
race this year, which we just 
can’t wait to make happen. 

“ADRL canceled the event 
in its entirety due to the rain, 
but they are granting every¬ 
one their qualifying points. 


We were fourth in points be¬ 
fore the event, but only one 
point behind third, so our 
qualifying points should take 
us to the third spot in the Ex¬ 
treme Pro Stock points stand¬ 
ings. Just the idea of being 
top three in points is nice to 
hear.” 

So far in 2013, Team 
Aruba has already been one 
of the most successful teams 
in XPS, reaching the semi fi¬ 
nals in the first event and 
achieving the number one 
qualifying spot at the second 
stop on the tour. 

“I’d like to extend my 
well wishes to Dan Parker,” 
added Eman. “He was the 
special guest of ADRL at 
this past weekend’s event. 
Last year he lost his eye¬ 
sight due to a drag racing 
accident and is now aiming 
to become the first blind 
person to pilot a vehicle on 
the Bonneville salt flats. 
That’s an incredible goal 
and we believe that he will 
no doubt accomplish it. Un¬ 
fortunately, I didn't get a 
chance to personally shake 
his hand at the event and 
give him my well wishes, 
but I would like him to 
know that Team Aruba is 
behind him in his ambitions. 

“As a team coming from 
the tiny island of Aruba, 
who needs to travel long 
way to and from the races 
every time there is a race, 


we recognize that reaching 
your goals is not always 
easy, and that there are road¬ 
blocks along the way. Team 


Aruba is on a mission to win 
an ADRL Extreme Pro 
Stock race in the near future, 
and hopefully one day a 


Championship, and I know 
that Dan Parker will reach 
his goals as well. Dan, go 
get 'em!” 


HUY (AFP) -: Nederlands' 
Marianne Vos (2nd from 
R) winner of the 77th edi¬ 
tion of feminine Walloon 
Arrow poses with men 
winners (from L to R) 
Colombia's Sergio Henao 
Montoya (places 2nd), 
Spanish Daniel Moreno 
Fernandez (places 1st) 
and Carlos Betancur 
Gomez (places 3rd) on 
the podium of the 77th 
Fleche Wallonne one-day 
cycling race, from Binche 
to Huy, 





































